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!X?.-THE PISHERIES Oh? C4IAOUCEBTER, MASS., I N  F E B B U A R Y ,  1887, 
WITH NOTEC) ON THOSE O F  O T H E R  L O O A L I T I E S .  

B y  W. A. WILCOH. 

During February the mork of another year has been actively entered 
upon, although a large number of the fishing vessels mill not sail until 
later. The month has’been more than usually stormy, and unfavorable 
for fishing, and on that account the receipts have been below the 
average. A good and steady demand has called for all fish arriving, 
and’for much of the old stock that was on hand. Prices have been 
reasonably low, yet enough higher than of late to give much encour- 
agement for the future. This feeling of confidence is indicated by the 
renewal of work a t  the formerly deserted ship-yards in Essex and 
Gloucester, where fifteen new fishing vessels and one whaler are now 
building. On George’s cod and halibut have been scarce, the receipts 
being much below the average. In Ipswirich E a i  coil of large size and 
fine quality have been abundant, both the trawl and net fishermen ob- 
taining good catches, although coiuparatively few nets were employed. 

Herring have not been as abundant as usual in the Bay of Fundy. 
The catch has been short all the minter, and as a result fewer vessels 
have been engaged. At Fortune Bay, Newfoundland, and vicinity 
herring have been very plentiful. The only vessels from the United 
States that engaged in the Newfoundland herring trade were from 
Gloucester. One vessel is frozen in at oneof the harbors, b u t  the 
others have secured full fares and most of them have already returned. 

With the close of the month the time is near for the early catch of 
mackerel to receive attention, and for vessels to begin preparation for 
their southern trips. The close season mackerel bill has been passed 
and signed. This bill goes into effect in 1888, and continues in force 
five years. This is, therefore, the last Beason for some time that any 
mackerel vessels can begin fishing before June, and no mackerel caught 
before that date by foreign vessels can be imported, The coasting 
schooner, S. M. Bird, at Philadelphia, from the South, reported having 
seen numerous schools of mackerel during the month, in  latitude 330 
49‘, longitude 760 60’. As none were caught by the crew of the veasel, 
there is no positive proof that the SChOOlS seen were mackerel, and the 
Gloucester fishermen think they were some other species. 

During the month three fine vessels from Gloucester have been re- 
ported lost. The schooner Carthage, 67.27 tons, sailed from the home 
port November 30,1886, bound for George’s Bank, and a fare of cod- 
fish. she has not been heard from since, and, with her crew of twelve 
men, has at last been given up. She was insured in home office for 
$3,403 on vessel, and $1,000 on outfits, The schooner Ocean Eing, 
75.81 tons, sailed from Gloucester on a halibut trip January 18. A few 
days later, while at anchor on St. Peter’s Bank, she encountered 9 
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Bevere storm; everything on deck that was movable was washed over- 
board ; the rudder mas damaged, and soon the vessel became wholly 
Unmanageable. From January 22 till February 9 the vessel drifted a 
floating wreck. When near Sable Island she was discovered by the 
fishing schooner 0. B. Manning, and with much difficulty the crew was 
rescued, after which the vessel was set on fire. The schooner Phil Sher- 
idan, 93.68 tons, aailed from Gloucester February 23, bound for Qeorge's 
Bank. Two days later, in latitude 420 O W ,  longitude 660 60/, she enooun- 
tered a severe gale, and while hove to was struck by a heavy sea and 
thrown on her beam ends, and the masts and sails and the nine dories 
were carried away. The vessel soon righted, but was a complete wreck. 
Schooner Dido, of Gloucester, took i t  in tow for six hours, but was then 
Obliged to  turn it adrift, owing to the rough seas. On the 27th of the 
month the steamer Peconic, Captain Evans, master, from Messina, fell 
in with the wreck 120 miles from Boston Light, and took the crew off 
and carried them to Boston. The vessel was sat on fire before leaving. 
The master and crew express heartfelt thanks to the o%cers of the 
st@amer for their kindness. The schooner was insured for $6,037, and 
her outfit for $600. 

Such, in brief, is the account of the loss of three fine fishing vessels, 
one with all hands. How and when i t  was lost will probably never be 
known. The crews of the other two vessels suEered severely from cold, 
hunger, and exposure, but after a few days of rest these same men 
COulci once more be found on other fishing vessels bdund for the distant 
fishing-banks. No disasters or suffering appear to have a check on the 
men following the fisheries, or in any manner frighten them from the \ 
dangers of winter flshing on the distant banks in mid-ocean. Men are 
ahvays ready to man the vessels, and seem much more anxious to go 
than the owners of the vessels are to send them during the winter. 

Tieh landed at Qlouoeeter by the jiehing fleet Q Februavy, 1887. 

- 
BY Woncester vessels : 

George's Bank ......................... : 
Western Bank .......................... 
Grana Bank ............................. 
La Hnve Bank .......................... 
Ban uoreau 

Fortune Ba Newfonndland ............ 
Ipswich Bay and off Ca e Ann. ......... 

............................ 
OfP&blo Island. ........................ 

off Capo Ann (by smazboats). 

Bay of ~ u n & .  .......................... 

Total.. ................................ 
BY veclseb belongin at other ports : ........ IPawich Bay and off Cape Ann.. 

Total in February 1887 ............... 
Total in Fobmar;, 1880. ............. 

Fishlnggronnds. 

Pmnda. Pounds. Pounds. Number. Barr&. 
66 1,136,000 186,800 ...................... 
2 87,000 18,200 ...................... 
16 ............ 421,000 ...................... 
1 ............ 18,000 ...................... a 60 ooo 
2 ............ 110: 000 ...................... 
I8 ........................ 0,888,000 016 

GO 340,000 .................................. ................... 18,000 .................................. 
160 1,560,000 804,000 7,438,000 016 

............ ...................... 
8 ........................ 865,000 .......... 

---- ---- 
11 07,000 .................................. 

1,057,000 804 000 7 438 000 916 
7: 807: 000 .......... 

--.--- -- 
i:i 1 2,143,000 027: 800 

Number Salt cod. Wosh hali. Ihzen her- Pickled 1 but. 1 ring. 1 herring. 1 offares. 1 

.-- I I I I I 

aa?kercl from Halifax Nova Sco& 

schOonei~ Grnco 

% 3 ~ . - T h o  miecellaneous rcoei ta from othor porta during the month conaisted of700 barrels Of 

* lhCE0 flak wcro l&~ded by tho following Tcsae~s : Schooner Flora Tern le, of Portland, Ye. ; 
of Portsmouth N. E.; aobooner Elisa of Maiblehoabl Mass., and echoonere 

Grimes, Edith CAnley, and Eatelie S. Nunan, of Rockpork, Mass. 




